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About 63 acres of state land in Rapides Parish that once was Hot Wells Rehabilitation Center
has been reserved for sale to a Boyce businessman without public bid.

That information came to light about two months ago when a member of the Rapides Parish
Police Jury asked state Sen. Joe McPherson for help in getting the property transferred to
the parish.

McPherson, D-Woodworth, told Police Juror Steve Coco the property was spoken for.

"A couple of months ago we went out to look at it," Coco said. "Lo and behold, I get a call
from Joe McPherson, and he said the Legislature passed something or other authorizing the
state to sell the land to this fellow" he later identified as Monroe Thompson.

Coco said he was interested in having the land revert to the parish for possible
development.

The parish previously had authority to use the land for economic development but could not
get any serious offers, and the land was returned to the state Department of Health and
Hospitals by Act 371 of 2003.

"We went to look at it, and it was already a done deal," Coco said, referring to the pending
sale.

McPherson said Act 264 of 2007, authored by him and co-authored by then-state Rep. Israel
"Bo" Curtis of Alexandria, authorized DHH to transfer the land to Cypress Bend Investments
LLC, an investment company in Boyce started in 2002 and owned by Monroe Thompson.

Jay Chevalier, who now lives in New Orleans, had previously expressed an interest in buying
the land, but McPherson said he did not consider Chevalier a qualified buyer.

Thompson, however, has developed several properties and is qualified to develop the Hot
Wells site, McPherson said.

Although the land was essentially locked in for sale to Cypress Bend Investments by the
legislation passed in 2007, Thompson apparently has made no effort to acquire the site.

Thompson declined to discuss the issue, saying, "I know what you're calling for, but I've
made it a policy not to discuss my business practices in public."

When told that the matter became public when legislation was passed authorizing the state
to sell him the former Hot Wells spa property, Thompson said, "I'll just stay with my policy
and not get into personal dealings. That's where we're going to leave it right there."

Clay Carter, state public lands and buildings use director, said, "As far as the inventory in
the Office of State Lands, the property is still under the Department of Health and
Hospitals."

Had the land been sold, Carter said, his office should have records showing the final act of
sale and all accompanying documents.



No one has ever expressed an interest in purchasing the former mineral water spa,
according to DHH officials.

Charles Castille, undersecretary of DHH, said no one in the department is aware of any
plans to sell the property.

Castille said he was unaware of Act 264 of 2007 authorizing the sale to Cypress Bend
Investments.

"I have not heard about this Cypress Bend," he said, adding even if the sale is authorized,
"we'd still have to follow state regulations as far as disposition of property."

Castille said there are no state plans to use the property, noting DHH is moving away from
institutions.

The Rapides Parish Police Jury voted April 13 to make an application to the state to have the
property returned to the parish.

But Police Juror Richard Vanderlick, whose District E includes the Hot Wells site, said, "The
Police Jury is not pursuing the application."

After learning the state is authorized to sell the land to Cypress Bend, Vanderlick said he
would like to see the property improved and put back on the tax rolls.

He said it is his understanding that Thompson plans to develop a campground with a boat
launch on the site, which is adjacent to the Cotile Lake Recreation Area.

For now, the property remains fenced and vacant with no one offering a clear explanation of
its future.
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